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to the study of a particular Veda, and a particular
6-akha (recension) of a Veda; and the domestic rites
of the family are performed according to the ritual
described in the Sfrtra connected with that Veda.
The study consists in getting by heart the books
forming the particular Veda. In Northern India,
where the predominant Veda is the White Ya^ush,
and the sakha that of the Madhyandinas, this study
has almost died out, except at Banaras, where Brah-
manic families from all parts of India are settled.
It prevails to some extent in Gujarat, but to a
much greater extent in the Marina country; and in
Tailangana there is a large number of Brahmans
who still devote their life to this study. Numbers of
these go about to all parts of the country in search
of dakshin& (fee, alms), and all well-to-do natives
patronise them according to their means, by getting
them to repeat portions of their Veda, which is
mostly the Black Ya^ush, with Apastamba for their
Sfttra. Hardly a week passes here in Bombay in
which no Tailangana Brahman comes to me to ask
for dakshina. On each occasion I get the men to
repeat what they have learned, and compare it with
the printed texts in my possession.

e With reference to their occupation, Brahmans of
each Veda are generally divided into two classes,
GHthasthas and Bhikshukas. The former devote
themselves to a worldly avocation, while the latter
spend their time in the study of their sacred books
and the practice of their religious rites.

cBoth these classes have to repeat daily the
Sandhya-vandana or twilight prayers, the forms of
which are somewhat different for the different Vedas.